ED) 
9932 


~ 
” 


- 
S + he 





Cc f an Aide Memoire of 21 Jul to the French 


° 
: Tinie try of Foreign Affairs, asking for French 
_ 19952/ 1260/31 | support to the British proposed resolution in the 
Britis 


Security Council regardi the 5 capt 





FROM PARIS subjects. 
(Sir O Harvey) 

No. 469 

Dated 22 Jul 48 

Received 


in Registry | 23 Jul 48 


rel ence seen saenetesTnaettpsircshinabiciemnnn sina cunsiosinmenes sais 
—_ Paper (Minutes.) 
69595 a ae a ee Tel te 299. & Pans, 





LT, 26: Var 





(Action (I ) 
completed) ky 
f 
| ’ Phys 
Cris Wh 


Next Paper 





E 1/34 34967 


a 469. ~ / 


e HIS Majesty's Chargé G'affaixegs paris.(o/ 


presents his compliments to HMPS of S. for FeAe 
and has the honour to transmit to him the under-mentioned 
documents. 


se eeeeees 
eee e een eee ee eee eee sees eee ee ees eeee sees 
a eee meee eee e ener e eee en eases eeeeeeeeeeseees 


seeececretesess Mm eeceseey BI Besseee 


Reference to previous correspondence: 


Description of Enclosure. 





Name and Date. 


Subject. 








| 
| 


British subjects 
kidnapped in 
Jerusalem. 


Copy of an Aide Memoire 
to the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs of the 
2lst July, 1948. 








34794 (30397] (8) 


ae AID - MEMOTIRE. 


Five British subjects were kidnapped in Jerusalem on 6th July 
by the Irgun Zvai Leumi. They were employed by the Jerusalem 
Electric Corporation in a power station which was under the 
protection of the flags of France, Belgium and the United States, 
as members of the Truce Commission. The Truce Commission reported 
to the Security Council on 14th July to the effect that they had 
asked the Jewish suthorities to have the five men released and had 
stated that if no result was achieved they would ask the Security 
Council to take such action as was deemed appropriate. On July 16th 
the Truce Commission sent a further message to the Security Council, 
stating that “in spite of having extended to 56 hours the first delay 
of 2) hours imparted to the Jews on VYonday last we have so far received 
no satisfactory reply. We therefore hand over the problem to the 
Security Council to take any action it may deem appropriate in the 
matter". 
2e Sir Alexander Cadogan has been instructed to propose a resolution 
in the Security Council calling for the surrender of the five men to 
the Truce Commission. He proposes to use the following arguments. 
3. After recording facts emerging from the Truce Commission's reports, 
culminating in the Truce Commission's telegram of 16th July in which 
in the absence of a satisfactory Jewish reply, they handed the problem 
over to the Security Council, he will say that since that time we have 
received information that five men have now been handed over to the 
Haganah. In justification of the Truce Commission's role in the 
matter he will point out that there is no other authority representing 
the United Nations in Jerusalem, and th: t it was clearly in the intereste 
of the Truce Commission®s work in upholding the truce that terrorist 
acts against the staff of the power station should be prevented. He 
will then explain the interest of the Security Council on the following 
grounds. 
(1) The question concerns problem of the security and maintenance of 


law and order in Palestine and in particular in Jerusalem, a city of a 


special charater where a state of tension exists at present: 


/(1l) eee 
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: 2. - c 
(11) The power station owing to its essential public importance “as 
protected by flags of the Truce Commission, and the abduction was 
consequently an affront to the Truce Commission and through it te 

United Nations, which the Security Council could not ignore. 
(111) The Truce Commission have already drawn the Council's attention 
to apparent designs on part of the Jews to seize control of Jerusalem. 
In all the circumstances the Council was entitled to ask Jewish 
authorities in Palestine whether they exercised or claimed to exercise 
any control over irregular organisations such as the Irgun, and 
whether, if s0, they could give any guarantee thst security of 
individuals of whatever nationality, and inviolability of premises, 
protected by the speciel authority of United Netions, would be better 
respected in future. He will they urge Council to call upon those 
concerned to return the men to the protection of the flags of the 
Truce Commission whence they were illegally abducted; and will 
express hope that Jews do not intend to take advantage of action of 
Irgun to press charges of espionage which had been formulated by 
Irgun as pretext for abduction. He will refer to strong reaction of 
British people, adding however thst His Majesty's Government would 
regard with similar disapproval acts of terrorism against citizens 
of any other nation carrying out similar useful functions under the 
protection of an organ of the Security Council. 
lhe He may also draw the attention of the Security Council to Article 
105 of the Charter snd Section 3 of the General Convention of the 
Privileges and Immunities of the United Nations approved by the 
General Assembly for accession by all members. 
be In the view of His Majesty's Government the adoption by the 
Security Council of a resolution demanding the surrender of the five 
men to the Truce commission offers the best chance of obtaining their 
release. His Majesty's Embassy have therefore been instructed to 
express the hope that the French Government will be prepered to 


instruct the French Delegate at. New York to support such a resolution. 


British xmbassy, 


raris. 


21st July, 1948. 


